Reflective Questions:  “In Dreams Begin Responsibilities”

Answer each of the following questions in several complete sentences.  Use exact quotes from the story whenever possible to help explain where your ideas come from.

Part I:

· What is the father like?  What can you tell about his character from the way he walks to the mother’s house and the things he thinks about while he walks?
· What can you tell about the parents’ relationship in this first part?  What do the father’s thoughts tell you about their relationship?
· How does the mother’s family interact with the father?  Why are these interactions important?
Part II:

· What can you tell about the parents’ relationship from the way they greet one another?
· The author chooses to have the film break such that the reader sees the grandfather looking critically at the father and rubbing his cheek twice.  Why does the author choose this particular image to emphasize by showing it twice?
· What do the parents talk about as they walk?  What can you tell about each one of them by the things they talk about?
Part III:

· Why does the author choose the symbols of the sky and the ocean to fascinate the narrator?  What is significant about the sky and the ocean?
· Why do you think the narrator starts to cry when he’s looking at the sky and the ocean?  What is he really crying about?
· What is your impression of the old lady in the theater?  Is she important?
Part IV:

· What can you tell about the parents’ relationship by the game that they play on the carousel?  What can you tell about each of their personalities?
· What can you tell about the parents from the scene where the father proposes?  How does each parent currently feel about the relationship?  What potential conflicts exist in a marriage where the two people feel these ways?
· What can you tell about the future of the parents’ relationship from the narrator’s outburst in the theater?  What can you tell about the narrator’s feelings about his parents from this scene?
Part V:

· What can you tell about each of the parents by the ways that they each respond to the photographer?  Why do you think the picture never seems to look right?
· What is the photographer trying to accomplish?  Why is this simple activity such a source of conflict?
· Why do you think the narrator approves of the photographer and knows exactly how he feels?
Part VI:

· What can you tell about the future of the parents’ relationship from the interaction at the fortune teller’s booth?
· Look carefully at what the narrator yells out at his parents before he gets kicked out of the theater.  What can you tell about how the narrator feels about his parents’ relationship from these words?  What can you tell about the parents from what the narrator says?
· Why is it significant that the narrator is waking up on his twenty-first birthday?  How would the narrator react to his parents differently at age twenty-one than at other ages?
Title:

· What responsibilities do you see coming into play in this story?  What responsibilities do the parents have?  What responsibilities does the narrator potentially have?
· Besides the literal dream of the narrator, is there anything else dream-like in this story?
