Name: __________________________

Reading Between the Lines

Read page 16 in Power of the Media
Define Bias
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Complete the chart below: 
	Type of Bias
	Description
(In your own words)

	By Omission




	






	
	Where a story is placed shows you how important the editor thinks it is.  Do you have to clock through several links to find what you are looking for, or is it right there on the home page?  Is it the first news story or the last?

	With Images
	






	
	Who is being quoted in the story? Are they experts with similar viewpoints or are they from different sides of the issue?

	By Word Choice





	






	
	Are there a lot of ads on the pages? Do certain companies sponsor different parts of the show (e.g. Today’s traffic is brought to you by…)? Many news outlets are owned by companies that are given special deals on ad space. Some advertisers may feel they deserve favourable reviews of their products because they are paying for ad space.  Google search results, sponsored entries are placed before the rest of the search results. 

	In Headlines





	








Web Search
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Go to the home page of CBC and CTV news.  What is the feature story?  Write the headlines here. 
CBC:__________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________CTV:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Can you identify any bias from looking at the homepage?  Explain. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Can you find the article about garbage hill simply by looking on the news sites home page? What does this say about the importance of the story?
(https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/prankster-erects-garbage-hill-sign-on-winnipeg-park-made-from-landfill-1.4088036
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/garbage-hill-sign-1.4817898)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




4. Search for ‘garbage hill’ on each site and read each article.  Complete the chart below identifying bias in each article.

	Type of Bias
	CTV
	CBC

	By Omission
	



	

	By Placement
	



	

	With Images
	



	

	With Sources
	



	

	By Word Choice
	



	

	By Sponsorship
	



	

	In Headlines
	



	



5. Compare the 3 headlines on page 17 about Toronto Police officer James Forcillo, who was charges with murder for shooting a teen named Sammy Yatim on a Toronto streetcar.  What is the bias in each headline? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






